
                 Crossways Women’s Institute 
     

(Member of Dorset County Federation &  
       affiliated to National Federation of WIs) 

 
 

 What is the WI? 
 

Originally formed in 1915, the National Federation has grown into being the largest women’s 
voluntary organisation in the country and celebrated its 90

th
 anniversary in 2005. It is a non-sectarian 

and non-party political organisation reaching out to women in all sections of the community, offering 
wider opportunities than ever for women to become involved, at times which suit their lifestyles and 
in activities which specially interest them. (www.theWI.org.uk) 

 

So if you would be keen to meet new friends, to learn new skills or to become involved in sporting 

and leisure activities, why not join your local Women’s Institute?’ 
 

To keep members in touch we have … 
 
 
Regular monthly meetings  

 
 
 

 Dorset W I News    A newsletter, published 10 times a year in full colour, which contains 

     details of many events and activities available to all members  
throughout the County. 

 

 W I Life   The national magazine of the Women’s Institute - published  

eight times a year and posted to all registered members. It  
contains NFWI news and features, fascinating interviews,  
crafts, cookery and reader offers - a good, quality woman’s  
magazine that keeps members up-to-date with all that’s going on 
within the WI. 

 

 Denman College, near Abingdon, Oxford 
 

     The WI’s own Training Centre provides opportunities for 
lifelong  learning.  Classes available in everything from 
patchwork and quilting to advanced driving and computing.  
Specialist tuition in a wide range of subjects which include arts, 
crafts, drama, history, singing and Tai’Chi. 

 

 Are you interested in joining us? 
 

Crossways WI was formed in 1971 and we currently have 36 members. Reports on our meetings 
regularly appear in ‘The Bridge’ magazine.  Our Programme Secretary works hard to provide a wide 
range of speakers for our enjoyment (follow link on this page for details of 2010-11 programme).  
Members have the opportunity to enter monthly competitions and enjoy outings during the summer 
months. We enter a team in the Dorset WI Skittles League, play scrabble, whist and take part in 
quizzes.  We also have a walking group who, weather permitting, venture out on walks around the 
beautiful Dorset countryside.   
 
 

For further details, please contact our Secretary – 
 

 Mrs Valerie Bache   Tel: (01305) 852965 

 

2
nd

 Monday in each month – at 7.30 p.m. 
 in Crossways Village Hall 

 


